January 1, 2026

Dear Junior Treble Honor Choir Members:

Congratulations on being accepted into this year’s South Dakota Junior Honor Choir!  I can’t wait to meet all of you the end of January; we’re going to make some great music together!

Below are some helpful guidelines for the music as you continue to prepare. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can help in any other way! My email address is:  angela.e.kasper@gmail.com

All the best for a Happy New Year,
Dr. Kasper

Here’s a Playlist of Our Songs
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLe7szPabPRrf8xLHlU32wT9KqhuDv8dt7&si=EYf0VPYU0BfG5GXP 
Please note that the second song begins at 2’41” into the recording!

Lokkerop og Laling
The opening of this song imitates people calling each other on the hillsides of Norway.
Please practice the solo if you’re interested in auditioning!

Also, there is a mistake in your score:
All C naturals in measures 8, 43, and 44 should be C#.  

Strike it Up, Tabor and Cum Decore
We’re combining this piece and Cum Decore into a small set, and we’ll have some dancers! 

You can learn each piece separately, and please be sure to check the pronunciation of 
Cum Decore with the audio practice file I sent last semester.

Like a Singing Bird
The poem that this song uses may have words that are unfamiliar to us.

Overall, the speaker is saying that today is their birthday (even though it is not!) because their love has arrived.

They compare their joyous heart to:
-A singing bird
-A water’d shoot (a part of a plant that has sprouted up quickly)
-An apple tree with plenty of fruit
-And a colorful shell in a calm sea

And they build a throne (or dais) to honor their love.
	-They cover it with soft silk and feathers (down)
	-They decorate it with vair (fur) and purple fabric
	-They carve its wood to make beautiful shapes: doves, pomegranates, 
		Peacock feathers, grapes, leaves, and silver shapes (called fleurdelys)

Bird Song
You will love this easy 3-part song by one of my favorite groups: The Wailin’ Jennys from Canada

A Little Song of Life
This song is fun, too! Be careful not to rush measures 37 – 53.

I Shall Wear A Crown
Trey McLaughlin, the person who arranged this song, is a good friend of mine. He will zoom in with us when we are rehearsing!







